Labour Government's Indian Policy.
House   of Lords Debate—-5tli, November 1929.
The House of Lords was crowded with many Indians in the gallery and
Mr. Wedgwood Benn ani other Privy Councillors listened from the steps of the
Throne when the debate opened on Lord Reading's motion.
The Marquis cf READING, the former Viceroy of India, called attention
to the recent statement issued by the Viceroy of India (on the 3ist October)
regarding the attainment by India of Dominion Status and asked the Government,
firstly, to state the reasons for the extraordinary course of making this pronounce-
ment without having consulted the Statutory Commission upon it and before the
Commission had reported ; secondly, whether the conditions contained in the
declaration of 1917 and the preamble to the Government of India Act of 1919 will
remain in full force amd effect and be applicable to Dominion Status ; and,
thirdly, whether this statement implies any change in the policy hitherto declared
or in the time when this status may be attained.
Lord Reading said that, to his mind, the change of procedure whereby a
Conference of the politicians representing all parties in India would be held
before and not after the Government had formulated its proposals was very
important. He welcomed it and hoped that it would help to satisfy Indian opinion.
Othsr parties approved of it. But when the Secretary for India made a further
proposal that reference should be made to the future of India in language some-
thing like the language used in the Viceroy's statement he at once took objection.
u Let me make it plain that neither 1 nor my party object to Dominion Status,
it being regarded as the ideal which we eventually hope to reach in relation to
the Government of India." He objected to the use of the term because it had
never appeared before in any document and because it would be impossible to
make a statement of this character wiihuut the assent of the Simon Commission*
Nevertheless, it was proposed by the Government that a statement should be
made which must affect the prestige, influence and authority ol the Simon Com-
mission He himself, when Viceroy, had been careful never to use the words
** Dominion Status." The very phrase conjured up at once a position which was,
to some extent at least, in advance of what might be ascribed to a responsible
Government. Such a phrase was liable to be misuncerstood in India and by
many people in this country. Mr, Lloyd George took exactly the same altitude
as himself. The Conservative Party relused assent to the statement regarding
Dominion Status. On October 27ih he wrote to the Secretary of State for India
expressing his grave regret at ihe proposals of the Government and the Viceroy
to make a pronouncement. The statement, unless it were corrected, would be
heralded throughout Inuia as a promise to give it at once Dominion Status. He
wanted the Government to make it clear without any ambiguity throughout
India that the language used by the Government in the pronouncement was only
the interpretation oi ihe ultimate goal to which India might attain when various
obstac les were surmounted.
Lord PARMOOR, replying on behalf of the Government, said that the reason
for the pronouncement made was that in the Viceroy's view it was necessary,
having regard to the atmosphere in India and to dispel mistrust regarding
British policy. The conditions contained in the Declatation of 1917 and ihe
Preamble to the Government ot India Act ot 1919 remained in lull force and
could not be altered except by Parliament, .Nothing could be clearer than that
it was the Viceroy's intention to retain these old reservations without alteration

